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Message from Dr. Baier   

Dear Fort Garrison Families, 

 

I hope that by now your family is settling into a routine with virtual 

learning as we enter the fall season.  We are now seeing cooler 

temperatures and the beginnings of changing colors.  This is one 

constant that we can predict and even look forward to in a year full of 

change! 

 

As new developments and information becomes available, it will 

be shared in the local news and on the BCPS website.  I will also share 

important updates with you via our School Messenger and on the Fort 

Garrison Facebook page. 

 

Next week we will be offering a parent check-in (date and times 

below).  This is an optional opportunity for parents to touch base with 

the administration and teachers regarding any questions or provide 

feedback on virtual learning.  There is no formal program.  If you have 

individual questions regarding your child, it would be best to email the 

teacher or administrator directly.  Classroom teachers will be sharing 

additional information regarding a sign in. 

 

Monday, October 5th 

5:00 – 5:30 Grade 1 

5:30 – 6:00 Grade 5 

6:00 – 6:30 Grade 3 

 

 

Continued – Page 2 
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Message from Dr. Baier – continued 

 
 

Tuesday, October 6th 

5:00 – 5:30 Kindergarten 

5:30 – 6:00 Grade 4 

5:00 – 5:30 Grade 2 

 

Wednesday, October 7th 

5:00 – 5:30 Grade 2 

 

Overall, our students are adjusting beautifully to the virtual instruction.  With that being said, we 

cannot wait to have everyone back together face-to-face when it is deemed safe!  If you find that your child 

is having difficulty with virtual learning, please email your child’s teacher.  Often some encouragement from 

the teacher or a listening ear from support staff can make a big difference.   

 

On October 1st, Ms. Sandra Bazemore, our Administrative Secretary is retiring.  We are grateful to her 

service to the Fort Garrison community for the past three years. While our office staff will be decreased for a 

brief period, we are still available to answer your calls and questions from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. 

 

Please remember that if you have a device that is not working, to call the Help Desk at 443-809-4672 

and put in a ticket.  The broken device will be picked up at Fort Garrison and a replacement will be returned 

to store for pick up. 

 

I hope that your family remains safe and well.  While we continue to remain physically apart, we are 

still together online and in our hearts. 

 

Yours in education, 

 

Dr. Hope Baier 
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     School Counselor’s Corner    

 

          
 

Hello, Fort Garrison Families! 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Shelly Borucki and I am the new School 

Counselor here at Fort Garrison Elementary.  I am very excited to be a member of the Fort family!  It is already 

so apparent how compassionate and welcoming the Fort Garrison community is, and I look forward to 

building and maintaining strong, supportive relationships with students, staff, and families.  

 

As a School Counselor my primary responsibility is to promote the academic, career, and social/emotional 

development of students at The Fort.  I am committed to working with you to ensure that your student has the 

support to be the best possible version of themselves.  Although we are currently in a virtual learning 

environment, I will continue to provide the following services:  

• Meeting with students individually and in small groups 

• Delivery of classroom counseling lessons and resources (lessons will be asynchronous and accessed via 

Schoology, except for identified lessons which contain topics that may be sensitive in nature) 

• Consultations and collaborations with stakeholders to provide support for student achievement and to 

address students’ mental health needs. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, or do not wish to have your child participate in these school 

counseling services, please do not hesitate to email me at sborucki@bcps.org.  I look forward to working with 

you and your child this school year! ☺ 

 

All the best, 

 

Shelly Borucki, M.Ed. 

School Counselor 

Fort Garrison Elementary School 
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  Vocal Music: 

 
Happy Fall, FGES Families!  It has been great 

seeing everyone in Vocal Music Google Meets.  

In the Meets, we are moving forward with our 

grade level curriculum and supporting students 

where learning gaps exist due to the closure in 

the Spring.   

 

EVERY WEEK students should log into their Vocal 

Music course on Schoology AFTER they have 

class.  The assignments there are not 

homework.  They are the reinforcement of new 

learning that cannot be squeezed into a lesson 

that is 30 minutes instead of 50 and will NEVER 

take longer than 20 minutes. 

 

Please email Mrs. Case at scase@bcps.org if your 

family is having trouble completing assigned 

Vocal Music tasks in that amount of time.  Stay 

well! 

 

Stephanie Case 

Vocal Music Teacher 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instrumental Music: 

 
• Parents of Fifth Grade Students:  Instrumental 

Music Lessons will begin on October 1st, 2020 

and will occur once a week.  You will be 

receiving an email from me with information 

about when your student will have their 

instrumental music lesson. 

 

Please ensure that your student has an 

instrument to use during our lessons.  If you are 

borrowing an instrument from the school, you 

will receive an email from me about arranging 

a time to get the instrument.   

 

If you have any questions about the instrumental 

music program, please reach out to me at 

tcarter5@bcps.org. 

 

Ms. Carter 

Exploratory and Instrumental Music 
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In the first few weeks of library, we have been looking at ways to check out and read books online while we 

are apart. Go to BCPSOne, Digital Content to access these resources: 

 

    - Destiny Library Catalog – Kids can check out books for up to 4 weeks at a time.  There are  

          also unlimited copies of Interactive Books that students can watch and listen to. 

   -    Tumblebooks Library – Kids can watch animated story books, read along with narrated  

          chapter books, or, read eBooks on their own.  There are also graphic novels available. 

   -     BrainPop and BrainPop Jr. – Fun, educational videos with closed captions so kids can read 

            along! 

Upcoming: 

- WFGES morning announcements will begin soon.  A team of fifth graders will work on these virtually 

and we will send them out to the school community. 

- There is a possibility that we will be able to participate in Battle of the Books with 4th and 5th graders this 

year.  If you are interested and want to start reading, here are this year’s ten selected novels and 

graphic novels: 

 
Lindsay O’Donnell 

Librarian 

lodonnell3@bcps.org    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. O’Donnell 

Librarian 

     

News from the Library 
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From Mrs. Kunzelman 

 

 

This past spring, Fort Garrison was once again 

recertified as a Maryland Green School.  Both our 

teachers and students worked hard to achieve 

this goal.  We are proud of their dedication! 

Last spring, Mrs. Hulse, who was a co-leader for 

our Green School, and our previous art teacher, 

requested that we purchase recycling bins using 

a grant that she received.  The four bins are now 

housed in the front lobby and will be used to 

collect both reusable materials as well as 

recyclable items. 

Stay posted for updates on how we will continue 

our Green School traditions in a remote format.  

 

Mrs. Kunzelman 

Green Team 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Physical Education News 

From the Desk of Mrs. Grapes 

 

 
 

Hello and welcome back for another year of fun 

and activity in PE! I know this is challenging times 

for all of us, but we are going to make the best of it 

and try to have some fun along the way.  Each 

week lessons will be posted in Schoology for the 

students to complete when we are not meeting 

virtually.  Typically, they will need to complete the 

think about it, try it and show what you know 

sections of the lesson on their own time 

When we meet virtually, we will start off with some 

type of movement activity before we discuss the 

material in the week’s lesson.  I will review how to 

get to the assignments and where the new 

material is located each week so the students will 

know what is expected of them each week. 

If you have any questions about the materials, 

please contact me at bgrapes@bcps.org I look 

forward to educating our students about the 

importance of exercise and eating healthy this 

year! 

Beth Grapes 

Physical Ed Teacher 
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When anything stressful or challenging is going on in life, it 

can be difficult to know how to talk to our kids of all ages. 

Kids, whether three or seventeen, look to adults to figure 

out what they need to know and how they should react.   

 

Remain calm and reassuring 

 

• Children will react to and follow your verbal and 

nonverbal reactions. 

• What you say and do about COVID-19, current 

prevention efforts, and related events can either 

increase or decrease your children’s anxiety. 

• If true, emphasize to your children that they and 

your family are fine. 

• Remind them that you and the adults at their 

school are there to keep them safe and healthy. 

• Let your children talk about their feelings and 

help reframe their concerns into the appropriate 

perspective. 

 

Make yourself available 

 

• Children may need extra attention from you and 

may want to talk about their concerns, fears, and 

questions. 

• It is important that they know they have someone 

who will listen to them; make time for them. 

• Tell them you love them and give them plenty of 

affection. 

 

Monitor television viewing and social media 

 

• Limit television viewing or access to information 

on the Internet and through social media. Try to 

avoid watching or listening to information that 

might be upsetting when your children are 

present. 

• Speak to your child about how many stories 

about COVID-19 on the Internet may be based 

on rumors and inaccurate information. 

• Talk to your child about information of this disease 

– this can help reduce anxiety. 

• Constantly watching updates on the status of 

COVID-19 can increase anxiety – avoid this. 

 

 

• Be aware that developmentally inappropriate 

information (i.e., information designed for adults) 

can cause anxiety or confusion, particularly in 

young children. 

• Engage your child in games or other interesting 

activities instead. 

Maintain a normal routine to the extent possible 

 

• Keep to a regular schedule, as this can be 

reassuring and promotes physical health. For 

instance, typical bedtimes, wake times, and 

mealtimes can be helpful. 

 

Be honest and accurate 

• In the absence of information that’s factual, 

children often imagine situations far worse than 

reality. 

• Children can be told this disease is thought to be 

spread between people who are in close 

contact with one another—when an infected 

person coughs or sneezes. 

• It is also thought it can be spread when you 

touch an infected surface or object, which is why 

it is so important to protect yourself by washing 

hands often. 

• For additional factual information contact your 

school nurse, ask your doctor, or check 

the https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/index.html website.    

 

Flu Prevention    

 

It is currently flu and respiratory disease season, the 

CDC recommends getting a flu vaccine, taking 

everyday preventive actions to help stop the spread 

of germs and taking antivirals if prescribed.  Consult 

your doctor and visit www.flu.gov for local clinics and 

more information.  Remind your children to practice 
preventative hygiene, especially hand washing and 

coughing and sneezing etiquette. 

 

• Stay home when you are sick.  If possible, stay 

home from work, school, and errands when you 

are sick.  You can play a role and help prevent 

the spread of illness  

 

A reminder from the BCPS Office of Health Services: 

All children are expected to be current with 
Immunizations even during virtual leaning.  Please 

contact your school nurse with questions or concerns. 

 
Catherine Caulk, RN BDN 

School Nurse 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://www.flu.gov/
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The Language and Science of Covid-19 
 

We are excited to announce a new program for our Fort Garrison Students in partnership with Johns 

Hopkins Hospital entitled “The Language and Science of Covid-19”.   

 

The curriculum will be designed around workshops that aim at information on COVID-19 biology, 

mathematical models of a pandemic, physics behind a facemask, and the chemistry of hand washing 

and sanitizer.  Each workshop is meant to be 15-30 minutes long.  

 

The course will be taught online on Wednesdays from 10:30-11:15 A.M. The dates for these classes will be: 

 

   Wednesday, October 7 

 

   Wednesday October 21 

 

   Wednesday October 28 

 

   Wednesday November 11 

 

A very special thank you to our own Fort Garrison parent, Dr. Panagis Galiatsatos for bringing us this 

program. 

The google meet code is:  fgcovidclass 

 

Stacy Siegel 

Reading Teacher 
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A Message From the PTA 

 

Welcome Back! 

Hello!  On behalf of all the PTA officers, we would like to welcome you to the start of the 2020 – 2021 school 

year. Although there will be a lot of changes this year, we are excited to get started and work hard to meet 

our PTA goals!  We are planning creative ways to support our teachers, students and the school community 

and provide resources that support students. 

 

We hope that your child enjoyed the pom-pom that was given out with student materials.  Also, the planners 

were distributed to our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students.  The planners will help keep them organized, and on 

track with their assignments and due dates. 

 

Thank you to everyone that attended our Virtual Back-to-School BINGO.  We will be having our Virtual 

Welcome Back Event on September 30th with Michael Pachino – DJ Mike On the Mic!  If you would like to 

attend this event, please contact the PTA at fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com.  

 

Directory 

We have made our directory available online to all families this year, whether they are members or not.  It is 

available at fortgarrisonpta.membershiptoolkit.com.   It is only visible to members of the Fort Garrison 

community.  We use the email addresses in this directory to contact families about our meetings and events.   

 

If you have not received any emails from us, check your spam folders or send us an email at 

fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com so that we may add you to our list. Your email can be kept private if you wish 

and not appear in the directory.  

 

Please consider joining the PTA this year! 

 

One way to get involved and stay connected to Fort Garrison is to become a member of the PTA!  PTA 

Membership is crucial for so many reasons.  The PTA supports the needs of the students, teachers and 

families, and helps to build the school community and school spirit. 

   

If you would like to be a member, please complete and send in your membership form (on page 10) and 

dues.  We invite all families to take part in the PTA and do not want finances or any other obstacles deter 

you from joining.  We are happy to accept donations in any amount that is right for your family.  For further 

questions, please email fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com. 

 

Meetings Announced Soon 

We know you are busy, but we hope that you will join us this year!  Your support is so important!  At our first 

meeting, we plan to vote on our budget! 
Thank you! 

Debby Katzen, PTA President and Carly Greenberg, PTA Vice President 

fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com 

 

mailto:fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com
mailto:fortgarrisonpta@gmail.com
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